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HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION . March 16, 2010 wolf.house.gov

Astronauts Memorial Foundation Opposes Administration
Abdication of Human Spaceflight and Exploration

Dear Colleague:

I write to call your attention to the attached letter from The Astronauts Memorial
Foundation -- which honors and memorializes those astronauts who have sacrificed their
lives for the nation -- raising concern about the consequences of the administration’s
abdication of NASA’s human spaceflight and exploration programs.

The letter calls on President Obama to honor our fallen astronauts and their
families by “vigorously support[ing] uninterrupted continuation of U.S. human
spaceflight system.”

The Foundation notes that following the loss of the Space Shuttle Columbia in
2003, Dr. John Clark, husband of Laurel Clark who perished on Columbia, said that
American must temain a space faring nation and not become a space fearing nation.

This is the latest in the series of letters from former NASA leaders, astronauts, and
spaceflight experts who have expressed serious concern about the administration’s
proposal. For copies of other letters I have received, please visit my Web site at
hitp://wolf.house.gov/cjs.

Manned spaceflight and exploration is one of the last remaining fields in which the
U.S. maintains an undeniable competitive advantage over other nations. I believe we
would be short-changing America’s future if we walk away from the bold challenge of
President Kennedy who envisioned our nation as the world’s leader in space.

Please do not hesitate to contact me or my staff member, Thomas Culligan, in my
office at 5-5136.

Best wishes.
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The Astronauts Memorial Foundation

A M F
.-March.5, 2010

" President Barack Obama
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Obama:

The Astronauts Memorial Foundation honors and memorializes those astronauts who have
made the ultimate sacrifice for our space program and our nation. These asironauts
sacrificed their lives as pioneers in human-space flight :

All of the -astronauts who have flown subsequenﬂy would tell you that they succeeded by
standing on the shouiders of their fallen colleagues. Neil Armstirong, Buzz Aldrin and Mike
Collins were only ablé fo fly Apollo 11 to the moon after we 1ost Gus. Grissom, Fd Whnte and
Roger Chaffee on a simulated countdown to Apollo 1. .

After Challenger, 'hundred;s of improvements were made in design, manufacture and
. operation of human rated spacecraft. Those seven astronauts would be proud of what was
learned and accomplished as a result of their sacrifices. The Astronauts Memorial
. Foundation was created during this time; ;nc!udmg the Space Mirror Memorial and the
Center for Space Education _

In-a ceremony that we conducted in 2003 placing the names of the Columbla astronauts on
the Space Mirror Memorial, Dr. John Clark, the husband of Laurel Clark, who. perished on
Columbia, speaking for the families of the Columbia crew, said that in $pité of the risks,
America must remain a space faring nation and not become a space fearing nation.

The astronauts who we lost serve as models for future generations to accept risks willingly
in the pursurt of exploration and knowledge, so that they too can contribute to the continued
-success of our nation.

In order to honor those astronauts and their families who have sacrificed for all of the
“benefits of human exploration, and to allow Americans continued pride in our space
program, we urge you to vigorously support uninterrupted continuation of U.S. human space
flight systems, including the Space Shuttle, and to maintain. NASA’s leadership in space

exploration.

Sincerely,

Sgmcdi At .
Michael J. MeCulley ~ Stephen Feldman, Ph.D.
Chairman of the Board o President

Former Astronaut-
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