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wnan trafﬁckmg is one of the
est- gromng crimes in the
| and an increasing problem in
ashington area, human rights
said yesterday in a panel

s to combat sexual slavery.
Jot of times we're talkmg
these issues, i
taking place in Thailand,

ey’te really taking place in
Corner,” said Rep. Frank R.

ounty audience to ask law- .

ers.at the conference inclnded Katherine Chon of the Polaris Project, Jeanne Smoot of the Tahitih lushce l:enter,
n Sims of the State Department's office on human trafficking and Rep. Frank Wolf, who moderated the panel.

into prostltuhon

Chon cited a Latino woman who-
.was forced into repeated prostitu-:
tion and Asians who were lured to -
the United States with promises-of .-
legitimate employment, only to be
forced to work: at illicit massage ¢

parlors to pay for:their trans-
portation. In some of the cases Po-
laris has studied, Chon said,: traf-

fickers approached chlldren -and
women at bus stops and ma]]s in -
- Arlington,

“They’re brought here 111ega]1y, .
- lence against women and children,

so they don’t know who to talk to,”
Chon said.

Danny Finotti, who w'lth stu-
dents from his high school’s Am-
nesty International Club helped
make up an audience of about 80
fesidents, religious leaders and

- workers from -nongovernmental

agencies, said most of his peers

.think human rights abuses occur- -

nly in other countries.
: ,“But this just shows it’s going on
are,” said Finotti, 17, who plans

-to ‘share the information with class-

mates at Stone Bridge High School

n Ashburn. “I think it will be a

so0d way to get them involved.”
Also in the audience was Alicia

- 0 M¢Phie, international relations
chairian  of Leesburg’s Zonta
"Club, which works to improve the

Washington Post
April 30, 2006

EWASHLNGTDN FDST

uman Trafficking Hits Home

wists Say Crime Isn’t Just a Forelgn Problem Urge ACthIl

help.

: “It’s about educatmg people and
hoping that they can go out and ed .
cate others,” McPhie said.-
" One of the topics of the- sessmn'
was . sexual - violence in Sudan’s

- Darfur region, the focus of anti-
-genocidé rallies planned for- today
- on the Mall and across the nation.

Jeanrie Smoot, who spoke on be-

‘half the Palls Church-based Tahirih

Justice Oenter, which combats vio-

pointed to the importance of grass-
roots edication and advocacy.

The best way to ﬁght human
rights abuses, she said, is to in-
crease local and mternatwnal
awareness: “Traffickers take ad-
vantage of our silence, of our in- -
action.”

. Last year, the United States gave
$95 million to 101 countries to
fight human ftrafficking, protect

survivors and jail traffickers.

Delmer Gann, a Federal Express
courier who said he attended the

conference because he has always

been interested in human rights is-

" sues, said he thinks more shouid be
-done, citing a need for tougher leg- - -

islation to crack down on traffick-
ers.’ C




