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The Honorable Tim Kaine
Governor of Virginia
State Capitol

Richmond VA 23219

Dear Governor Kaine;

I just learned that at the June meeting of the Commonwealth Transportation Board,
Secretary of Transportation Pierce Homer not only spoke against transferring $9 million from the
state’s paving budget to keep open the 19 safety rest areas slated to close tomorrow, but cast the
tie-breaking vote rejecting the proposal. While I realize the General Assembly mandated an
increase in the state’s maintenance account, I find it hard to believe deferring a mere $9 million
in paving money to ensure the safety of hundreds of thousands of motorists is not money well
spent.

I am deeply troubled by the politics swirling around this issue and all the finger pointing.
In fess than 24 hours the Commonwealth is going to begin closing safety rest areas across the
state. It’s time to put politics aside and do the right thing. Safety trumps everything on this
issue.

Please, governor, use your authority to stop | thls No one wants to get a call from a state
trooper in the middle of the night with badnews T amfmploring you to reverse this terrible
decision.

Member of ( Congress
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