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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 28, 2010
Dear Representative Wolf:

I am writing in response to several letters you have sent in
recent weeks to the President, General Jones, and me concerning
issues related to our counterterrorism efforts.

In your letter, you have asked that we bring back the co-chairs
of the 9/11 Commission and appoint a “Team B” panel of outside
advisers. I would like to assure you that we have taken several
steps that are consistent with the spirit of your
recommendation, even though we have not taken the gpecific steps
“you advocate. As discussed in the letter from General Jones to
vou, dated March 26, 2010, the President and other members of
his national security team agree that it is critically important
that members of this Administration receive independent,
objective advice from veteran national security professionals
from across the ideological spectrum. Since the beginning of
this Administration, we have actively pursued this path, though
we have on many occasions sought to do so discreetly to foster
the very things you are advocating: independent and objective
advice, a diversity of viewpoints, and creative solutions to
admittedly difficult prcblems.

At several key junctures, this Administration hag reached out to
knowledgeable, experienced national security professionals who
are outside of the United States Government to address specific
issues of concern. For example, following the tragic shooting
at Fort Heood and the attempted attack on December 25, we
conducted thorough internal reviews to identify corrective
measures needed to strengthen our ability to protect the
American people. In addition, the Secretary of Defense, the
Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), and the
Director of Naticonal Intelligence (DNI) appointed outside
experts to conduct independent reviews and make additional
recommendations. The individuals appointed to these panels
included Judge William Webster, former Acting Director of the
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) John McLaughlin, former
Assistant Director of the Counterterrorism Division of the FBI
Dale Watson, former Secretary of the Army Togo West, and retired
Admiral Vern Clark. Their reviews were conducted independent of
the Administration, and, as you would expect, their assessments
of these difficult issues, and their recommendations for how the
government should respond, have proven extremely valuable.



Similarly, when the President and members of his national
security team conducted the thorough review of our strategy in
Afghanistan and Pakistan last year, we sought the advice of a
wide range of individuals with a diversgity of experience and
viewpoints from outside of the government. General Jones met
with several former National Security Advisors, from both
Republican and Democratic administrations, to leverage their
knowledge and experience to assist in our efforts to develop a
successful strategy to reverse the Taliban’s momentum, establish
a stable government in Afghanistan, and deny al-Qa‘ida a safe
haven there.

The President also receives advice on intelligence matters from
his Intelligence Advisory Board (PIAB), which consists of some
of the most qualified experts from outside of the government.
among the national security professionals selected by the
President to serve on the PIAR is Lee Hamilton, the co-chair of
the 9/11 Commission that you have advocated we enlist. We have
and will continue to take full advantage of the knowledge,
experience, and cbjectivity of thege individuals to tackle a
number of difficult topics. One of the first issuesg that the
PIAB looked into was the implementation of the 9/11 Commission
reforms. In addition, the President continues to task the PIAB
to report to him on intelligence issues he believes warrant a
careful, independent review.

As I am sure you are aware, agencies with counterterrorism
analytic responsibilities have also built up institutional
capabilities to foster altermnative intelligence analysisg, or to
think outside of the box. For instance, the CIA, in response to
the 92/11 attacks, created a “red cell” that would think
unconventionally about a range of analytic issues. CIA’'s Red
Cell produces alternative analysis that is “designed to
challenge conventional wisdom, lay out plausible alternative
scenarios, and reexamine working assumptions.” Several other
departments and agencies with analytic responsibilities have
formed similar red cells or altermative analysis teams to
conduct this type of creative analygis on issues, including
counterterrorism-related issues, within their purview.

Finally, in several of your letters, you mentioned your desire
to collocate the High-Value Detainee Interrogation Group (HIG)
with the National Counterterrorism Center (NCTC). We are in
complete agreement that there must be real time, seamless
connectivity between the HIG, NCTC, and the rest of the
Intelligence Community (IC). While physical proximity is
certainly one way to achieve that, we believe the objective can



be achieved in other ways as well. As you know, sgspace
constraints did not allow the HIG to be housed in the same
building as NCTC. Rather than displacing other critical
component organizations or delaying the HIG from beginning its
operations, the FBI has housed this interagency body in
temporary space near NCTC, and has focused its efforts on
leveraging available technology and regular meetings to achieve
a virtual collocation. We are satisfied that this has not in
any way impeded the operation of the HIG, its access to '
information, or its ability to ensure that the interrogations in
which it has been involved are informed by the most up-to-date
regquirements coming out of the IC. ' '

As you are aware, the HIG has deployed its Mobile Interrogation
Teams (MITs) in support of counterterrorism operations both
domestically and overseas, and I am pleased to report that the
coordination between the HIG, NCTC, and the rest of the IC has
been seamless, both leading up to and throughout the course of
those deployments. This, of course, includes the most recent
cases where HIG resources have been leveraged to gain
intelligence from individuals who are taken into custody and may
have access to critical intelligence about possible terrorist
threats. Asg we go forward, we will continue to look for
additional ways to strengthen the HIG’'s integration into the IC,
and will of course work to ensure that the HIG has the
resources, access, and connectivity needed to execute its
critically important mission.

Thank you again for sharing your views on these important
issues. I hope that you are reassured that we have, for the
past 16 months, been operating in a way that is fully consistent
with your thoughtful, bipartisan proposals.

Sincerely,

e)

John C. Brennan
Assistant to the President
for Homeland Security and Counterterrorism

The Honorable Frank R. Wolf
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-4610



