Vance Brand
Former NASA Astronaut: Prime crewman on Apollo/Soyuz and STS-5, 41B, & 35
missions; backup crewman on Apollo-15 and Skylab : '

The Honorable Frank Wolf
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC

Dear Congressman Wolf.

As a former astronaut with four decades of NASA service, please allow me to express
my thoughts on the current Administration’s vision for the future of the space program.
The President’s budget takes us on a course that eliminates America's role in human
space exploration beyond earth orbit. The Nation is at a disturbing cross-road due to
potential cancellation of the Constellation program.

- | agree with the Administration’s plans to extend the International Space Station (1SS) to

“at least 2020, for that is deserving of strong congressional support. To do otherwise
would be a waste, because of the large investment in the program to date and the
Station’s unique research potentiai. Understandably, science return was not a top
priority at the peak of Station construction, but should be now. It will be a shame if the
U.S. fails to maximize its share of the quality research to be done in the ISS overthe
next decade. :

However, cancelling Constellation means dissolution of America’s capability to send
humans explorers on missions beyond earth orbit. It dismantles important parts of the
‘skilled NASA work force that-demonstrated amazing accomplishments and world

. leadership. Exploration beyond earth orbit has not yet reached a point where it can be
commercialized, so it still must be led and financed by government (or governments).
There is no financial inducement for industry to spend its own money to push humans

~ out beyond earth orbit. The reason is that companies have not yet discovered anything
in deep space that will provide a good return on investment in the near term. Someday,
. that situation will change dramatically.

~ It is incredible that after a half-century of unparalleled world leadership in human space
exploration with its demonstrated benefits to American technology, the President
proposes to dissolve this vital national resource. This will in effect “consume our seed-
com.” A dismantled human space exploration capability will not be easily or quickly
rebuilt. Please preserve America's specialized work force and programs for human
exploration of space. Humans will someday explore or fly-by destinations like Mars,
asteroids, comets and planetary moons in the Solar System, so there must be
continued research and focused robotic mformatlon -gathering missions as precursors to
human exploration.



The challenges of Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo programs inspired my generation to

- become part of space exploration in the 1950s and 60s. The excitement of Apollo’s
challenge is what most attracted me to NASA in 1966. It sparked innovation and
advanced science and technology. Apollo stimulated interest in math and science in the
U.S. for at least a couple of generations of students, and provided quality, hi-tech
employment across the country as innovation blossomed.

The generation that carried the U.S. flag to the Moon is gone. There are new skilled
people now. Like the national challenge of Apollo a half century ago, serious '
commitment to human exploration in space can again boost education and the U.S.
economy. It can accelerate creation of quality jobs and new technologies. However,
any commitment to send people past earth orbit will ring hollow unless accompanied by
a destination, goals, a plan, and organizational restructuring. ‘As with the Constellation
program, successful execution may demand political support over a Ionger time than
one admlmstratlon s stewardship. :

Even in this era over-shadowed by safety consciousness, suitable Americans (or people
-elsewhere in the world) will clamor to make trips past earth orbit into the Solar System.
They, like explorers that preceded them, will travel in machines designed to protect
them from space hazards, and will adapt to the psychological rigors. As with early-day
explorers, the missions will be acknowledged as high risk. Eventually explorers and
scientists will discover how to make placés like the Moon and Mars useful to us, and
that W|I| have a huge beneficial impact on society.

P[ease save our Nation's potential to explore outer space with humans! Do not erase .
Constellation. It may need fine tuning, but to dissolve it would be a national tragedy.

Sincerely,

‘Vance Brand '
Former NASA Astronaut: Prime crewman on Apollo/Soyuz and STS-5, 41B, & 35
missions; backup crewman on Apollo-15 and Skylab -



