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Leavmg the hard choices for the next one-

%6 E CAN no longer afford to leave
W the hard choices for the ‘next

" budget, the next administration

'_or the next generation,” declared Presiderit

Barack Obama last week as he unveiled his

does. We just hope that it is only until the

next budget rather than the next admm1stra—

tmn e
*" The White House hag' tried to produce as

~much. hoopia ag possﬂ]Ie around a proposed
_ ,$17 bllhon in savings. But while the savings-
_ are nice as far they go, they are part of a-

budget that will add trillions to the national -

-debt. The budget relies on-so much borrow=

“ing that-it will cost taxpayers more than $4-

trillion just to cover interest- payments for

. the next 10 years — more than twice what

?_‘

the federal govemment will spend on educa--
fion, energy, honieland security and veterans

pombmed The presudent has made the pomt

_ repeatedly that'there is still more to do in fix-

_ing fiscal probleins, but he is. cleatly. front- .

Ioadmg his agenda- Wlth new spending priori-
ties.  Thestrategy ‘of delaying the- tough -

. thoices on entitlement and tax reform runs
the risk of bumpmg up agamst that predict-
“able refl_jam ‘we can’t do that in an electlon
, =‘year1” -

- That's one ‘reason we were. encouraged by

“ _a speech last week by House Majority Leader

' Steny H. Hoyer (D-Md.). On Social Security, -

“the dreaded “third rail,” he delivered a firm

scolding to both parties: Democrats, for per-

gistent demagoguery on the issue, and Re--
_'pubhcans for refusmg to countenance any
mention of tax increases. He mentioned spe— .

¢ific reforms such as cutting benefits, raising -

the retlrement age and 1ncreasmg taxes.

- That provides a far more helpful foundation
for discussions than an insistencé that only -
tax increases on the very rich are needed, as .

some members of his party suggest. :
- On health care, Mr. Hoyer emphasized the
importance of controllmg costs rather than -
¢xpanding coverage and said Congress
would have to do moré than what the admin-

- istration is proposing tg get health-care

_costs under control. In his plea for. b1part1- )

" sanship, he recogmzed Republican concerns
-that any tax increases would simply be swal-

lowed ap by new entitlement spending rath-

.er than getting deficits under control. At the -

same: time, he reflected Democrats’ worry . .

‘. that makmg changes to popular entitlement
programs could undermme support for -
'them o

Another' local poht1c1an ‘Rep. Frank R .
Wolf (R-Va.), has also pushed persistently for

~entitlement reform, champlomng a commiis-

sion that would -put all proposals on-the

“table. In, the Senate; Lindsey O. Graham (R- 7

'S.C.) has courageously tried to get Social Se-

- ¢uirity, reform moving while showing.a will- -
_ingness to talk about both spending and rev-
-enue options, whlch is refreshingly realistic

_‘from a conservative Republican. Congress is .-

“not exactly bursting with members who are_

willing to face up to the stark realitjes creat-

ed by our unending appetite for borrowing to -

- fund the budget; too many members fall back
_on “we don’t have a problem” or “no new tax- -

es.” But if the president means what he says
. about not’ delaying the hard choices; there .
are’a number. of pohtmlans who seem ready’
to ]om h1m :



