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The Honorable Theodore Morrison Jr.

Chairman, Virginia State Corporation Commission
PO Box 1197

Richmond VA 23218-1197

Dear Judge Morrison:

I continue to closely follow the recent filings by Dominion Power and Allegheny Power
to build a new transmission line which will traverse northern Virginia, West Virginia and
Pennsylvania. My concern remains that the applicants have failed to prove the necessity of this
project, which would destroy some of the most historically significant landscapes in the nation.

Today I write to bring to your attention the staff report of the Public Service Commission
(PSC) of West Virginia — the State Corporation Commission’s (SCC) counterpart in that
neighboring state — which recommends rejection of Allegheny’s application there and
underscores the concerns I have raised regarding this massive project.

One of the key points the PSC staff makes is that these companies and the regional
transmission organization failed to consider any alternatives to meet electricity demands other
than building a new line. To quote the testimony of staff member Michael Ileo, Ph.D., the
application “exhibits procedures that conflict with the rational economic planning of electric
resource deployment.” The staff observed that the companies failed to look at reconductoring or
recircuiting of current lines, adding additional generation near load centers or demand side
management programs that may be better and more cost-effective solutions. It is astounding that
the companies moved straight to construction, in effect ignoring consideration of alternatives in
their planning process.

The PSC statf also took issue with the load projections proffered by the companies to
prove the need for the transmission line, noting that while growth analysts predict a slowing of
growth, these companies actually predict a marked spike in growth. Yet the companies failed to
provide data to back up these projections. Staff calculations projected the line would not be
needed until possibly 2014 or 2015.

Another concern expressed by the staff is that Allegheny is using the threat of rolling
blackouts like those in the summer of 2003 to bolster their argument. But the staff found that

“la] compounding of the small probabilities of each of [the] events [leading to brown-out and
low-voltage situations] meant that the chance of electric service degradation...is infinitely small.”
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While I understand that the West Virginia Public Service Commission is governed by
different laws and standards than those of the SCC, the PSC staff’s concerns about the
inadequacies for the justification of the line proposed by Dominion and Allegheny would appear
to be the same for the transmission line in Virginia. If it is within your regulatory authority I ask
that you take the time to meet with the West Virginia PSC staff as you continue to consider the
Virginia portion of the line application.

The importance of these lands is unparalleled, as evidenced by the vast amount of this
area under federal and state protection. This is the land that George Washington surveyed, the
land that inspired Thomas Jefferson, the land that James Monroe walked and the land that Chief
Justice John Marshall farmed. Millions of federal, state, local and private dollars have gone into
protecting the sanctity of the history of this region. We must not allow scare tactics to blight this
legacy when proper analysis and planning has not been done.

Best wishes.

FRW:eb




