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Washington DC 20001

Dear Mr. Snelling:

I am in receipt of your letter dated December 1, 2011. I am extremely disappointed
that the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority (MWAA) is choosing to fight the
bipartisan changes contained in Public Law 112-55. It is critical that the Dulles Rail project,
which MWAA controls, be completed on time and at or under budget so that northern
Virginia drivers are not saddled with continually-increasing tolls. These changes to the

- MWAA board will increase transparency, provide greater accountability and ensure that the
best interests of the airports and the region are protected.

Contrary to what your board believes, the intent of Congress could not be more clear.
The changes to the MWAA board are included in both the bill and the accompanying
conference report. There was no need for MWAA to go to the expense of hiring outside
counsel, which essentially provided the board with an advocacy piece. You should know
that I am going to ask the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Inspector General, who is
presently auditing MWAA’s operations, to find out which member of the board requested
hiring outside counsel and how much it cost.

Also, it is my understanding that the presidential appointees’ service is governed
solely by federal statute. The ability of any federally appointed board member to serve past
the end of their term ended when President Obama signed PL 112-55 on November 18, 2011.
Consequently, federally appointed members whose terms have expired are no longer

- members of the board. These former members should not travel to board meetings at
MWAA’s expense, be allowed to take part in any board deliberations or cast any votes.

The board has a responsibility to ensure that the airports it oversees continue to thrive
and that the Dulles Rail project is completed successfully. Yet, the recent actions of the
board, which have been strongly criticized in the press, will erode confidence in the authority
and undermine both airports and the Dulles Rail project. Fighting these straightforward and
bipartisan changes to the board not only adds to MWAA’s expenses, but continues what a
recent Washington Post editorial said is “a virtuoso display of tone-deaf politics, at least
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partly as a result of the lack of accountability by the unelected, 13-member board that sets
policy for the authority.”

I urge the board to immediately accept the changes in PL 112-55 so the region can
once again have confidence that the airports and the Dulles Rail project have sound
management.

Best wishes.
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