Northwest Virginia Regional Gang Task Force
Svnopsis of gang trends and Task Force_activitigs

The area of responsibility for the Northwest Virginia Regional Gang Task Force includes
the jurisdictions of Frederick, Clarke, Warren, Page, Shenandoah Counties; the Town of
Front Royal, and the City of Winchester. The gang Task Force currently has seven full-
time investigators from these jurisdictions, which are funded through a Federal grant.
Additionally, a non-grant funded investigator is assigned full time by the Winchester City
Police; and two Special Agents from the Virginia State Police and Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, and Firearms work regularly with the Task Force. .

Since the inception, there have been 35 different gangs identified as having a presence in
the Task Force’s region of responsibility. Some of these gangs were transient and did not
establish a presence in the region. However, several have become well established in the
area. The following list includes the most active gangs that the Task Force has been in
recent contact with:

Bloods — There are 5 cliques encountered on a regular basis.

MS-13 — mainly the GLS and Saylors cliques have been encountered, however
their activity has been severely reduced through large scale arrests made in 2007.
Crips — the 540 Crips and Black Guerrilla Gangster Crips are the two cliques most
often observed.

Surenos — the members all appear to be of one clique.

18™ Street — small population but increasing, and are most likely one clique.
Gangster Disciples, Vatos Locos, and Latin Kings — are not encountered very
often, but there has been some activity.

The Task Force has documented through their local database 207 confirmed gang
members, 111 associate gang members, and 179 suspected gang members.

The listed gangs are involved with property crimes, such as vandalism and graffiti. MS-13
has been linked to a fair amount of narcotics (cocaine) and firearms activity. There has
also been a notable amount of violence between the Bloods and Hispanic gangs; between
Hispanic gangs in general; and warring between the Blood cliques. A shooting occurred
in the summer of 2007, where one Blood member shot a member from another clique.

Recruitment of members appears to be from the middie and high schools, and through the
migration of families with gang-affiliations from other states or areas of Virginia.

The majority of the listed gangs are most active in the Winchester and Frederick County
region. The 540 Crips are mainly found in the Front Royal area, along with an increasing
number of Blood members.



There is also a significant amount of outlaw motorcycle gang activity throughout the
region. A relatively strong presence of Pagans has been documented in the Town of Front
Royal, and the Counties of Warren and Shenandoah. Additionally, members of the
Warlocks motorcycle gang have been identified in the area, and the Task Force has
received information they may attempt to establish a clubhouse in the Winchester area.

White supremacy groups are known to be in the entire area, but have not committed
crimes or been involved in suspicious activities at the present time.

Since the establishment of the Task Force, members have investigated 731 incidents,
executed 26 search warrants, and made 107 felony and 207 misdemeanor arrests. 176
gang members have been entered into the VCIN Violent Gang and Terrorist Organization
Files. Also, thorough a partnership with the Virginia State Police / Criminal Intelligence
Division, the Task Force is routinely entering gang members into the GangNET system.

Highlights of recent Task Force activities include:

» The investigation and prosecution of Travis Leon Bell, a confirmed Blood gang
member, for the aggravated malicious wounding of another suspected Blood
member from another clique.

> The successful surveillance of Confederation of Clubs motorcycle group meetings
held in Front Royal and Strasburg. The information gained has provided a wealth
of information used to initiate local investigations, and assist other law
enforcement agencies.

» The execution of several search warrants on the residences of MS-13 members in
the Frederick County area. These search warrants were served in conjunction
with several arrest warrants for a malicious wounding case from Leesburg,
Virginia. The Task Force worked closely with the Leesburg Police to further this
operation and the result has greatly reduced MS-13 activity.

> The investigation into a Blood gang “beat in” that was posted on the website
MySpace. This case resulted in the identification of several local gang members,
and criminal charges for their gang participation being initiated.

> The investigation into the aggravated assault of a Blood member by several MS-13
members in the City of Winchester.

The Task Force enjoys a good working relationship with members of the Northwest
Virginia Regional Drug Task Force, local patrol units, school resource officers, and other
local, state, and federal agencies. One major focus of the Task Force is providing
education and gang awareness for the community and law enforcement personnel.
Training has been provided to police officers at local regional academies, and as far away
as Pulaski County. Task Force members also work to stay on the cutting edge of gang
trends and enforcement through the attendance of conferences, training, and seminars.
Several of the members of the Task Force are certified as Gang Specialists through the
Virginia Gang Investigator’s Association.

Trends indicate that gang activity will continue to increase in the Northwest Virginia
Regional Gang Task Force area of operation. It will only be through a proactive and
dedicated approach to the investigation and prosecution of gang-related activities that
gang members will be discouraged from continuing to operate in the area. It is the goal of
the Task Force to remain vigilant in this endeavor.



