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Looking at real ways to fix the economy
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Rep. Frank Wolt is asking President-Elect Barack Obama to support his proposed SAFE commission,
and we hope Obama does so.

The SAFE (“Securing America’s Future Economy”) Commission, would be a bipartisan group that
would examine government spending and tax policy and make recommendations that Congress would

be
required to act upon.

Now is definitely the time for this kind of legislation. With the government’s attitude seeming to lean
toward the, “‘bailouts all around,” mentality, a hard look at what we are doing, why and whether swve oon
do things better is needed. '

Obama certainly has his plans to spend government money, but he also rode into office on a wave of
change, and right now, in our government, a change in behavior would be less spending, not more.

The SAFE Commission would offer a comprehensive way to address the behaviors, which have helped
the United States ease into its current financial calamities.

For instance, it would look at Medicare and Social Security.

Currently, those two programs make up 40 percent of federal spending, according to Wolf’s Web site.
Those are TWO programs taking up almost HALF of our monetary resources.

During the next 35 years, the Web site states, federal spending on these two programs could increase to
80 percent.

We are not suggesting it is time for these programs to die, but with that much ot our federal funds tied
up in them, they have to be examined, and, if possible, reformed.

What in the world will the United States government be able to do when it has to run everything else in
the country — minus Medicare and Social Security — with 20 percent of its budget?

Our federal budget is huge, and we have programs and spending priorities, which are not questioned ot

scrutinized.

The job of reforming our budget is a big one and is certainly not something that can be done quickly or
sloppily, but that is why the SAFE Commission is so essential.

Obama can signal that he is serious about bringing change to Washington by telling Wolf that he is on
board and behind the commission. If he does that, we can all feel a little more hope.



