Journey Through Hallowed Ground

BACKGROUND

$

National Heritage Areas. Nationa Heritage Areas (NHA:s) are places designated by the
United States Congress where natural, cultura, historic, and recrestional resources combine to
form acohesive, nationaly digtinctive landscape. NHA:s are intended to encourage residents,
government agencies, non-profit groups, and private partners to collaboratively plan and
implement programs and projects to recogni ze, preserve, and celebrate many of Americas
defining landscapes. The Nationd Heritage Areas Program is administered by the National Park
Service. There are currently 37 National Heritage Aress.

The Journey Through Hallowed Ground National Heritage Area Act: Thislegidation seeks
to designate the corridor between Gettysburg, PA and Charlottesville, VA, generdly following
Route 15 (the OId Carolina Road) but aso looping out to include Harper=s Ferry, WV and
other areas, as a National Heritage Area. (See Map)

Natural, Cultural, Historic, and Recreational Resources: Within the proposed ares, there
are numerous stes of importance, including one World Heritage Site, eight presidential homes,
thirteen national park units, fourteen nationd higtoric landmarks, 60 higtoric digtricts, dozens of
Amain street communities, and the largest collection of Civil War and Revolutionary War
battlefidds in the Country.

Role of the National Park Service: The Park Servicessroleisto provide advice and
assstance to the designated Management Entity for the Heritage Area (in this case, the non
profit Journey Through Hallowed Ground Partnership). Through a cooperative agreement, the
Park Service will provideits expertise in historic preservation, interpretation, and natura
resource conservation. The Park Service also serves asthelega vehicle for any fundsto be
distributed to the Management Entity.

Private Property Concerns:. In the past, concern for private property rights has been raised
regarding Heritage Area designation. However, a GAO report on the subject (No. GAO-04-
593T) has found that Nationa Heritage Areas do not affect property rights. Furthermore, our
legidation includes language clearly stating that the Management Authority is not afederd entity
and can not invoke eminent domain, and that it can not use funds to acquire property.

Absence of National Heritage Area Framework Legisation: Because legidation establishing
aframework for the designation of Nationa Heritage Areas has yet to be enacted by Congress,
the Park Service has implemented interim criteriato help determineif an area should qudify asa
NHA. The Park Service has acknowledged that The Journey Through Hallowed Ground
National Heritage Area meetsthisinterim criteria



