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The Honorable George W. Bush
The President

The White House

Washington DC 20500 K _
\v o

Dear Mr. Pres&ewg ,

AsYou know, fund-raising for presidential libraries is unregulated, and as such has
proven controversial in years past. Just last year the House passed bipartisan legislation
requiring disclosure of information about donors to presidential libraries. The Senate failed
to take up the legislation so the bill does not yet have the power of law.

I understand that you have indicated a willingness to accept foreign contributions for
your library, but that no decision has been made regarding the release of donor information.
Making this information public provides accountability and assures the American people that
foreign governments and interests are not improperly courting influence, and I believe you
would be wise to do so. But more specifically, I urge you not to accept any donations from
the Chinese government, or entities thereof, toward the establishment of your library.

The human rights record of the Chinese government has been nothing less than
deplorable. In the run up to the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing, Chinese security forces
unleashed a series of systematic and brutal crackdowns on underground house church
leaders, members of the Falun Gong, human rights and democracy activists, and other
members of the public that the Chinese government believed would disrupt the mirage of
harmony and peace it sought to display for the world. There is ample evidence that these
crackdowns have continued after the Olympic torch was extinguished.

In addition to China’s abhorrent human rights record, the government has increasingly
posed a national security threat as is evidenced by news reports of its recent successful efforts
to hack into the White House computer network. The Financial Times reported on
November 6, “Chinese hackers have penetrated the White House computer network on
multiple occasions, and obtained e-mails between government officials....” The same article
also indicated that U.S. government cyber investigators have determined “that an attack this
summer on the Obama and McCain campaign computer networks also originated in
China....” These breaches in security come on the heels of a major attack on the Pentagon
last year, which obtained information and e-mail traffic from Defense Secretary Gates, and
which was believed to be perpetrated by hackers associated with the People’s Liberation
Army. These news accounts clearly indicate that there ought not to be any confusion about
China’s aims.
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Your position as President of the United States is coming to an end; however, your
stature will continue as a former president and you will continue to be recognized as a
representative of the United States of America and all the values for which this country
stands. I hope that you will not allow your presidential library to in any way be tainted by
contributions from sources that are at odds with our national interest.

Best wishes.




